Benefice of the Piddle Valley,
Hilton & Ansty, Melcombe Horsey
and Cheselbourne
18th April 2021 – Easter 3
(Altar Colour PURPLE)
Readings: Acts 3: 12-19, Psalm 4, 1 John 3: 1-7, Luke 24: 36b - 48
(During Easter Acts is read as the first reading, then the Gospel for the day.)

Collect: Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight
of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be
strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness
and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
Acts 3:12-19 (ESV)
When Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this,
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk?
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers,
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate,
when he had decided to release him. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his name—by faith in his name—has
made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has
given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. “And now, brothers, I know
that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth
of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and
turn back, that your sins may be blotted out.
COMMENT: This preaching of Peter, was in reaction to a healing done by Peter in the
name of Jesus, where a lame man was healed. Peter proclaimed the same testimony that
all the Apostles preached. Essentially this was known as the kerygma, from the Greek
word for preaching or teaching. The outline was discovered by the British and German
scholars, Charles Harold Dodd and Rudolph Bultmann, circa 1930. Thus all the sermons
in Acts contain essentially the same elements. As throughout the New Testament, this
passage interprets Jesus as fulfilling a prophecy of a suffering Messiah. The Apostolic
Church interpreted Old Testament passages, particularly Isaiah (52:13-53:12), in the light
of the crucifixion and resurrection. Many biblical scholars, particularly in the British
theological tradition, believe that this interpretation came from Jesus himself. Although
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his own people rejected him, the resurrection of Jesus proved that he is the promised
Messiah. Through repentance and faith in him all sin is forgiven and sinners are restored
in a good relationship with God.
Luke 24:36b-48 (ESV) - Jesus Appears to His Disciples
Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” But they were
startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I
myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I
have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. And while they
still disbelieved for joy and were marvelling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to
eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them. Then he
said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must
be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
COMMENT: The post-resurrection appearances of Jesus recorded in the four gospels
have a common purpose: to prepare the faithful for life in the world as witnesses to the
resurrection and representatives of the continuing presence of Jesus, their Lord. Luke’s
closing narrative tells how Jesus revealed himself to his disciples to prove to them that
he really was alive and not just a ghostly apparition. Scepticism came naturally to people
in those days as it does now. Appealing to their ordinary human senses, Luke tells how
Jesus urged the disciples to touch the wounds in his hands and feet, and then asked for
something to eat (39-43). Luke included this detail to make sure that his audience, five
decades removed from the actual event, really understood the true nature of the
resurrection. It was no mere fantasy or hallucination; it was a return from the dead, as
incredible as it may have seemed, then and now. Luke also wished to show that Jesus
himself had initiated the early Christian belief that the Old Testament prophesies of the
Messiah had now been fulfilled. The church could now proclaim that repentance and
forgiveness of sin, i.e. the moral and spiritual power to live a whole new life, were now
available through faith in Jesus. Joyful worship of the apostolic community ends the
Gospel; but continually gathering in the temple also emphasises the fundamentally
Jewish character of the community. We can never minimize the historical fact that the
Christian Church has its origins within Judaism and adopted for itself, albeit with a new
interpretation, all the scriptures of the Jewish tradition
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Short Preface: But chiefly are we bound to praise you because you raised him gloriously
from the dead. For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has restored to us everlasting life.
Post Communion: Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the
breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his redeeming
work; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen
Blessing: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.

Benefice Prayer list.
Please pray for those who are suffering, from illness, recovering from
surgery or hospital treatment, for those who are grieving, anxious or
lonely.
Please pray for those who have asked our prayer including: Princhie
McBride, Pat Kenwrick, Richard Drake, Richard Mitchell, Ann Lambert, Gill Howell, Geoff
Harris, Reg Hanbury, Hannah Parsons, June Kellaway, Robin Saunders, Anna Thomas.
For all those in care homes, and the staff, including: Roger Gray (Dorchester) and June Smith
(Warminster)

Requiescat in pace
HRH Duke of Edinburgh
Bet Kellaway,
Joan Banham,
Iain Gregory,
Rev’d Jane Lloyd (Bransome)
Please pray for our couples who are preparing for marriage over the coming months:
Alex & Lara
Stuart & Jade
David & Victoria
Nick & Ruth
Jonathan & Susan
Simon & Paula

24th April 2021
21st May 2021
23rd July 2021
31st July 2021
14th August 2021
28th August 2021
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Melcombe Horsey
Piddlehinton
Piddlehinton
Piddlehinton
Cheselbourne
Piddletrenthide

Benefice Notices
When attending a service please arrive in good time to ensure you
can follow the Covid safety protocols set out in church.
 Wear a face-covering
 Sanitise Hands
 Sign in
 Find a seat allowing for 2m personal distancing from other households.
 Avoid mingling inside church
22nd April 2021 – Thursday (Altar Colour – White/Gold)
Readings: Acts 8: 26-end, Psalm 66: 7-8, 14-end, John 6: 44-51
9.00am Communion Service at Piddletrenthide (Fr. Roger)
All Welcome to attend in person
Sunday 25th April 2021 – Easter 4 (Altar Colour – White/Gold)
Readings: Acts 4: 5-12, Psalm 23, 1 John 3: 16-end, John 10: 11-18
9.30am Communion Service at Cheselbourne (Fr. Roger)
11.00am Communion Service at Alton Pancras (Fr. Roger)
6.00pm Evening Prayer at Hilton (Rev’d Helier)
All Welcome to attend in person
Live Streaming
The daily offices will continue to be streamed daily via Facebook
Monday @ 8am Morning Prayer
Tuesday @ 8am Morning Prayer & 8pm Compline
Wednesday @ 8am Morning Prayer & 6pm Evening Prayer
Thursday @ 9am Communion & 8pm Compline
Friday @ 6.00pm Compline
Saturday @ 6.00pm Devotions / Evening Prayer
Sunday All services streamed except at those Melcombe Horsey

Foodbank: A tin/packet a week, dropped into church while out on your
exercise helps supply the Dorchester Foodbank with supplies to feed those in
need in the Dorchester and surrounding areas. I have delivered donations
from Hilton, Cheselbourne, Melcombe and Piddlehinton this week
Rector - Fr. Roger J. Butcher SSC KSJ
The Vicarage, Church Lane, Piddletrenthide. DT2 7QY. Tel. 01300 348211 / 07502 118210
Email. rector.piddlevalleybenefice@gmail.com
Facebook: @piddlevalley

Website: https://piddlevalleybenefice.com
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