
Benefice of the Piddle Valley, Hilton & 
Ansty, Melcombe Horsey and 

Cheselbourne 
 

Sunday 12th April 2020 
Easter Day (Altar Colour White/Gold) 

 

Readings: Psalm 114: 14-24, Acts 10: 34-43, John 20: 1-18 
 

Collect: Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son               
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being                   
dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you                    
and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity. Amen  
 

Acts 10:34-43 (ESV) - Gentiles Hear the Good News  
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in                 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the                  
word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord                 
of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee             
after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy               
Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the                 
devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the                     
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him                   
on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been                    
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. And                  
he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God                   
to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone                  
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
 
COMMENT: Peter’s sermon to the household of Cornelius, the Roman centurion in Caesarea, may              
seem a strange lesson to be read instead of an Old Testament selection. The thrust of Peter’s                 
message, however, is the central theme of Easter. The resurrection of Jesus confirmed for all people                
(and not restricted to the Jews) and all time, that Jesus is Lord, not Caesar, whom the centurion would                   
have called by the title; Lord. The setting; the people to whom this Good News was proclaimed, and                  
the linking of gospel and prophecy underline the universality of Peter’s message. Luke (author of               
Acts) throughout his Gospel, it can be noted, accords Jesus the title of Lord following another                
Centurion’s award of that title in Luke 7:6 – replacing the name of Jesus with ‘Lord’ in Luke 7:13.  
 

John 20:1-18 (ESV) -The Resurrection  
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still                   
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to                   
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They                
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” So                   
Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them                 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And               
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon                   



Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and                 
the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in                   
a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and                  
he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from                  
the dead. Then the disciples went back to their homes. Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene               
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the                 
tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the                   
head and one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to                  
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” Having                  
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus.                  
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him               
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you                   
have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to                   
him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me,                
for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am                    
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went                
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to                 
her.  
 
COMMENT: In the passage in John, although Mary turns around and sees Jesus and accounts him to                 
be the gardener – was his back to Mary? Mary is certainly not expecting to see a man who was                    
crucified walking around! From the text, we know that Mary was not looking straight at this man she                  
accounted as the gardener, because in order to answer his question as to whom she was seeking,                 
having recognised his voice the text states; “She turned and said to him in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which                 
means Teacher)”. It is not that Jesus could not be recognised. He was recognised, but not straight                 
away in circumstances that are not abnormal for any similar encounter. The inclusion of ‘the gardener’                
is probably theological. In verse 15 ‘δοκοῦσα’ ‘dokousa’ carries the meaning of ‘suppose’ or even ‘be                
accounted as’. This is not just a gardener but ‘The Gardener’ ‘ὁ κηπουρός’ ‘ho képouros’. In Genesis                 
2:15, the first Adam is appointed as a gardener. The last Adam, who is the Gardener, restores what                  
was lost.  
 

Short Preface: But chiefly are we bound to praise you because you raised him gloriously               
from the dead. For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, and has taken away                   
the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he                    
has restored to us everlasting life.  
 

Post Communion: God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the               
death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power of our                 
enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his                     
risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 

Blessing: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great                
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every                
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the                  
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and                
remain with you always. Amen.  
 
 



Benefice Prayer list 
In your prayers, please will you pray for our         
friends and neighbours throughout the benefice.      
For the sick, the grieving, the lonely, for our key          
workers NHS staff and Community support      
groups 
 

For those who are suffering in mind, body or spirit, through illness or recovering from               
hospital treatment: Sara Milne, Ann Lambert, Fay Lord, Richard Hanbury, Geoff Harris, Ruth             
Tutt, Bernard, Alex Bexon, Fr. Damian Feeney, Giles Maber and Robyn Kotze. For those in               
care homes: June Kelloway, Roger Gray, Marion Traynor... 
 

Any additions to the prayer list, please email the Rector. 
 

Benefice Notices 

Live Streaming: Please see attached for daily live streamed services. To access the live              
streamed services, please go to the benefice facebook page at the time of the service, and                
the live stream will appear. If you ‘like’ the benefice facebook page, you will receive               
notifications on live services and other information posted to the facebook page. 
 

Support Groups: Thank you to all those who have set up support networks to assist those                
in our community with shopping, dog walking and prescription collections etc. Details have             
been posted on the web and facebook page. 
 

From our Treasurers: Please contact our church treasurers to organise a regular standing             
order so as to continue to support the church financially, even with our doors closed..The               
church treasurer will be able to provide the appropriate account details; email address are              
below: 
 

Hilton & Ansty : Charles Hunter - cjhh@hanc1.plus.com 
Melcombe Horsey: Julie Saunders - julie@mendipmagic.co.uk  
Cheselbourne : Jo Nash - jnash123@btinternet.com 
Piddlehinton: Andrew Rennisson - andrew_rennison@yahoo.co.uk 
Piddletrenthide: Ginny Butcher - treasurer.piddletrenthide@gmail.com 
Alton Pancras: Richard Scott - richard@drscott.co.uk 
 
Foodbank: If you are passing the Vicarage at Piddletrenthide and want to leave a food               
bank donation by the front door, please do. Fr. Roger will ensure donations get to the                
Foodbank in Dorchester (after they’ve been stored here for 100hrs). Hilton has a collection              
box at Wilma and Ian Bromilow’s house, donations will be taken to Blandford Food Bank. 
 

Rector - Fr. Roger J. Butcher SSC KSJ  
The Vicarage, Church Lanes, Piddletrenthide. DT2 7QY. Tel. 01300 348211 / 07502 118210 

Email. rector.piddlevalleybenefice@gmail.com 

Facebook: @piddlevalley                   Website:  https://piddlevalleybenefice.com/ 
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