The Benefice of the Piddle Valley,
Hilton & Ansty, Cheselbourne
and Melcombe Horsey
Sunday 26th May 2019
Easter 6 - Rogation
Altar Colour – White/Gold
Please take this pew sheet home.

Readings: Acts 6: 9-15, Psalm 67, Rev. 21: 10, 22-end, John 14: 23-29
Collect: God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled
us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
Acts 16:9-15 (ESV)
And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing
there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when
Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia,
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
The Conversion of Lydia
So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the
following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days.
And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women
who had come together. One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord
opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. And after she was
baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me
to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.
COMMENT: This is one of the important transitions in the story Luke is telling in
Acts. It is the beginning of what scholars call a series of eyewitness accounts in
which the pronouns switch from “they” to “we.” It is accepted by Scholars that the
"we" passages came from the author of the two volumes,

the Gospel of Luke and Acts attributed to Luke. Of all the congregations with which
Paul was associated, he had warmest feelings for the Philippians, as his letter to
that community showed. Yet unlike his visits to the Jewish Diaspora in Galatia, he
did not find a synagogue in Philippi. Was there no Jewish community in that
important Roman city? Or were they too few in number, since only ten male Jews
were required to form a synagogue? Lydia appears to have been a Gentile
“worshipper of God” (verse 14) in whose home Paul made his headquarters? The
Greek word thus translated, sebomenos (Eng. = devout), appears several times
elsewhere in Acts along with phoboumenos (English = God-fearing) describing
Gentiles who demonstrated sincere spiritual concerns. (see. 10:2; 13:43, 50; 17:4,
17; 18:7). It is also possible that “a certain woman named Lydia” actually means
“a woman from Lydia,” an ancient kingdom which under Rome became part of the
province of Asia in which the prosperous city of Thyatira was located. It also
appears that she was a business woman or a widow who had taken over her
former husband’s trade, as identified by being “a seller of purple.” Purple was the
most valuable of ancient dyes, the source of which was a mollusk, each shade
created by using different species of mollusk. The Hebrews valued the colour
highly as a symbol of distinction, wealth and royalty. However we hypothesize
about such minutiae, one thing is certain: in this instance, Paul’s testimony in
Philippi marks the beginning of the Christian mission in Europe of which we too
are the heirs.
John 14:23-29 (ESV) - Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever
does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine
but the Father who sent me. “These things I have spoken to you while I am still
with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard
me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you
would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater
than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take
place you may believe.
COMMENT: In this reading, John deals with the issue of the church living in a
hostile world without the visible presence of Christ. He tells his community
through these words of Jesus that obedience and love are the conditions ruling
the life of the church and therefore guaranteeing the sense of Christ’s living

presence as God’s representative. He then goes on to make an additional promise
that the Holy Spirit will teach them and bring to their remembrance all that Christ
said to them. We could ask the question, is that in part, the purpose of John’s
Gospel and that of the other three Gospels – a testimony to what Jesus did and
said? Also does he also refer to what John Calvin (the Swiss Reformer 1509-1564)
many centuries later would describe as “the inner testimony of the Spirit” enabling
us to interpret Holy Scripture? The final parting words of Jesus have brought peace
and security to countless distressed Christians. John obviously regarded the trials
his community might be facing as similar to that which Jesus himself faced the
night he was betrayed. The closer he came to the cross, the greater was Jesus’
sense that his ultimate of security lay in loving obedience to God’s will. This did
not in any way remove him from the consequences of what others like Judas,
Caiaphas or Pilate would do. Loving God and others in such critical situations was
the ultimate act of faith. For the disciples, for John’s community and for us, this is
still so, as verse 29 assures us.
Short Preface: But chiefly are we bound to praise you because you raised him
gloriously from the dead. For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us,
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and
by his rising to life again he has restored to us everlasting life.
Post Communion: God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of
eternal life: may we thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen
Blessing: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing
in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Benefice Prayer Requests:
 Please continue pray for those who are sick, recovering
from surgery, illness or receiving hospital treatment, it is of
great comfort to them. Including: Colin Webb, Anna Webb,
June Kellaway, Ann Lambert, Fay Lord and Terry Jeanes.
 We Pray for those known to us personally who are having a
difficult time.
 We pray for those sitting exams for GCSE, A Level or further Education and for
those completing coursework to finish their courses.

 We pray for those who grieve, particularly the family of Raymond Stone,
whose memorial service was held on 24th May 2019 at Piddlehinton
 Please pray for Elsie Grace who we welcomed into our church family through
Baptism today at Melcombe Horsey.
 Please pray for Milly and Jack, married at Hilton on Saturday in Hilton.
 Please pray for our couples preparing for Holy Matrimony
during June & August:
 Quenton & Alice - 22nd June at Melcombe Horsey
 James & Clare – 10th August at Alton Pancras
 Carl & Katy – 10th August at Cheselbourne
 Max & Tessa – 17th August at Hilton
 Stuart & Judith of Ansty – 24th August at Hazelbury Bryan

What’s going on around the Benefice!
Thursday 30th May: 9.30am Feast Day Eucharist for Ascension
Food Bank: As a benefice we will continue to collect a packet/tin
a week to support those in the wider Dorchester community
who are in need - Thank you.

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 4th June, Stepping Stones Home Group Meet twice a month on a
Tuesday evening at 7.30pm, at Orchard Cottage, Melcombe Bingham.
(Richard and Julie Saunders on 01258 880585.) All Welcome
Tuesday 4th June Tiddlers: Piddle Valley Tiddlers 0-3’s grp at Piddle Valley School.
Please spread the word! For information contact:
Alicia Eysenck Tel: 01305 251841 or Mob: 07990 740339
Sunday 30th June, Fifth Sunday Joint Benefice Service: Eucharist at Milton Abbey
with cricket/rounders and BYO picnic afterwards.
2nd June 2019

7th Sunday of Easter - Ascension

Altar Colour - white

8.30am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Service
10.30am Songs of Praise
11.00am Morning Prayer
11.00am Morning Prayer
6.00pm Evening Prayer

Acts 16: 16-34
Psalm 97
Rev. 22: 12-14
16-17, 20-end
John 17: 20-end

Alton Pancras
Piddlehinton
Hilton
Piddletrenthide
Melcombe Horsey
Cheselbourne

Rector: Fr. Roger Butcher, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Piddletrenthide. DT2 7QY
Tel: 01300 348211 Email: rector.piddlevalleybenefice@gmail.com

