
The Benefice of the Piddle Valley, 
 Hilton & Ansty, Cheselbourne 

 and Melcombe Horsey 
 

Sunday 21st April 2019  
Easter Sunday 

Altar Colour – White/Gold 
Please take this pew sheet home. 
 

Readings: Isaiah 65:17-25, Psalm 118,  
    Acts 10: 34-43, Luke 24:1-12 

 
Collect: Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your 
Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant 
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in 
glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. Amen  
  
Isaiah 65:17-25 (ESV) - New Heavens and a New Earth  
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall 
not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that 
which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a 
gladness. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall be 
heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.  No more shall there be in 
it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years 
old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant 
vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall 
not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people 
be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour 
in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the blessed 
of the LORD,  and their descendants with them. Before they call I will answer; while 
they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not 
hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the LORD.  
 
COMMENT: This lyrical poetry from the school of prophets associated with Second 
Isaiah (Isaiah 40-55) promises the re-creation of heaven and earth with all possible 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiX1-HWtd_hAhUqzIUKHediDecQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldartsme.com/free-easter-cross-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw0RBLV-IH_5M8a23uMyiI0q&ust=1555875398380741


associated blessings. This was the metaphor the exiles returning from Babylon had 
of their homecoming to Jerusalem in 539 BC, although the reality was something 
quite different. John of Patmos used this same metaphor in his summary of the 
end of God’s purpose in the redemption of human history through faith in Jesus 
Christ in Revelation 21.   
  
Luke 24:1-12 (ESV) - The Resurrection  
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the 
spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they 
were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 
And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to 
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must 
be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day 
rise.” And they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told all 
these things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene and 
Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told 
these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and 
they did not believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marvelling at 
what had happened. 
 
COMMENT: Luke’s version of the resurrection presents a very different story. A 
group of women of the Galilean disciple community who had seen Jesus buried 
two days earlier came to anoint the body with spices only to find that the stone 
had been rolled away and the tomb was empty. Perplexed, they were met by two 
men in dazzling white garments – not an angel as in Matthew 28 or two angels as 
in John 20 – who told them what had happened, just as Jesus had told them while 
still in Galilee. They also gently rebuked the women for their unbelief. The several 
women whom Luke identified as Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James and others, returned to the gathered disciples and reported what they had 
seen and heard, but they were not believed. Peter alone went to the tomb to see 
for himself. He looked into the tomb – did not enter it, as John reported – and saw 
the empty linen shroud. He returned home “marvelling”. It was beginning to dawn 
on Peter what had happened. The same Greek word for marvelling (thaumazō) can 
be rendered “admiring”. It is that sense of realising that somebody has pulled it 
off, and had the last laugh – with the affirmation “YES”! The vindication of God, 
who seemingly was defeated at the hands of men, with the Crucifixion of the Holy 
One, but who comes up trumps 



Short Preface: But chiefly are we bound to praise you because you raised him 
gloriously from the dead. For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and 
by his rising to life again he has restored to us everlasting life.  
  
Post Communion: God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten 
Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us 
from the power of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore 
live with him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
  
Blessing:  
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to you who 
believe the gates of everlasting life. Amen.  
God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, give you 
joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen.  
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen.  
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Benefice Prayer Requests:  
Please continue pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery, illness or 
receiving hospital treatment, it is of great comfort to them.  
 Colin Webb, Anna Webb, June Kellaway, 

Ann Lambert, Betty – Hillary and Jane, 
 For Fay Lord and Terry Jeanes, Michelle Simpson. 
 Please pray for those who grieve, particularly Sue Jackson and her family. 
 Please pray for our 5 couples preparing for Holy Matrimony: Vicky & Connor, 

Gill & Andrew, Quenton & Alice, Tim & Clare, Milly & Jack.  
 
Requiescant in pace 
Ted Nailon  Funeral 23rd April, Plymouth.  

 
What’s going on around the Benefice!      
 
 
 

Thursday 25th April: 9.30am Morning Prayer at Piddlehinton.  
 
Food Bank: As a benefice we will continue to collect a packet/tin a week to support 
those in the wider Dorchester community who are in need. I will deliver food from 
Alton Pancras, Hilton and Cheselbourne this week – Thank you. 
 

Sunday 28th April Services 
 

Acts 5: 27-32 
Psalm 118: 14-end 
Rev: 1: 4-8 
John 20: 19-End 
 

8.30am Holy Communion at Cheselbourne 
9.30am Family Eucharist at Piddletrenthide 
               joined by Alton Pancras with refreshments after 
6.00pm Sung Evening Prayer at Piddlehinton 
6.00pm Choral Evensong at Hilton followed by APCM 

Rector – Rev’d Fr. Roger J. Butcher, The Vicarage, 
Piddletrenthide. DT2 7QY Tel. 01300 348211 / 07502 118210 
Email: rector.piddlevalleybenefice@gmail.com.  
Find us on Facebook and www.piddlevalleybenefice.com 
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