The Benefice of the Piddle Valley,
Hilton and Ansty, Cheselbourne and Melcombe Horsey

Sunday 10th March 2019
1st Sunday of Lent
Altar Colour – Purple
Please take this pew sheet home.
Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-end

Collect: Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness,
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves
in obedience to your Spirit; and, as you know our weakness, so may we know your
power to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (ESV) - Offerings of First fruits and Tithes
“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an
inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it, you shall take some of
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the
LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to
the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there.
And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare
today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore
to our fathers to give us.’ Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and
set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. “And you shall make response
before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went
down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a
nation, great, mighty, and populous. And the Egyptians treated us harshly and
humiliated us and laid on us hard labour. Then we cried to the LORD, the God of
our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. And he
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.
And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD,
have given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship
before the LORD your God. And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your
God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner
who is among you.

COMMENT: The offering of the first fruits of the harvest was one of the great festivals in
Israel's temple ritual. Though the story and the liturgy probably developed much later, in
this passage Moses is said to have initiated the ritual as a commandment from God. The
story lifts up the fundamental concept of stewardship: offering to God the first returns of
our labour as an act of worship and thanksgiving, and as a symbol of the dedication of
ourselves and all our possessions to God.

Romans 10:8-13 (ESV)
But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with
the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who
believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on
him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Luke 4:1-13 (ESV) - The Temptation of Jesus
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing
during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. The devil said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” And Jesus
answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” And the devil
took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time,
and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been
delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If you, then, will worship me, it will all
be yours.” And Jesus answered him, “It is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord
your God, and him only shall you serve.’” And he took him to Jerusalem and set
him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels
concerning you, to guard you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you
strike your foot against a stone.’” And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall
not put the Lord your God to the test.’” And when the devil had ended every
temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.
COMMENT: Immediately after his baptism, the Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness for a
time of prayer and fasting. The so-called temptations may have come to Jesus as inner
searching before he embarked on his vocation. He could have chosen any of the three
tempting ways: to satisfy his own needs by feeding himself; to gain supreme power by
subjecting himself to evil; or to draw attention to himself by some spectacular
performance. He rejected all three. His struggles with temptation had not ended. More
were yet to come as he chose the way that led to the cross.

Short Preface: And now we give you thanks because you give us the spirit of
discipline that we may triumph over evil and grow in grace, as we prepare to
celebrate the paschal mystery with mind and heart renewed.
Post Communion: Lord God, you have renewed us with the living bread from
heaven; by it you nourish our faith, increase our hope, and strengthen our love:
teach us always to hunger for him who is the true and living bread, and enable us
to live by every word that proceeds from out of your mouth; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Blessing: Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up
your cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Benefice Prayer Requests:
 Please continue pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery,
illness or receiving hospital treatment, it is of great comfort to them.
Including: Colin Webb, June Kellaway, Ann Lambert, Betty – Hillary and
Jane, For Fay Lord and Terry Jeanes, Ted and his daughter Sue, Michelle
Simpson.
 Please pray for those who grieve; for Christina Saunders,
for the Webb & Gray family.
 Please pray for Vicky and Connor who are preparing to
be married in Piddlehinton, in May.
 Please pray for the many carers in our community who
providing care for their loved ones.

Date for your diary: 5th Sunday Benefice Service
31st March 2019
10.00am Combined Benefice Eucharist at Milton Abbey
5.00pm Mothering Sunday Eucharist at Piddlehinton

Rector – Rev’d Fr. Roger J. Butcher, The Vicarage,
Piddletrenthide. DT2 7QY Tel. 01300 348211 / 07502 118210
Email: rector.piddlevalleybenefice@gmail.com.
Find us on Facebook and www.piddlevalleybenefice.com

What’s going on around the Benefice!
Tuesday 12th March: Stepping Stones Home Group: meets
twice a month on a Tuesday evening at 7.30pm, at Orchard
Cottage, Melcombe Bingham. (Richard and Julie Saunders on
01258 880585.) All Welcome.
Tuesday 12th March: Piddletrenthide & Plush parishioners’ informal meet up to
chat about the church. The Piddle Inn, 7pm.
Thursday 14th March: Lent Eucharist Coffee and
a Chat with the Rector 9am – St Martin’s
Church, Cheselbourne
Thursday 14th March: Morning Prayer 9.30am
St Mary’s Piddlehinton with Alan Neades, this is
a weekly service.
Friday 15th March: Lent Evening Prayer /
Compline
5pm Piddletrenthide, Piddlehinton, Hilton

Food bank: Please remember your food bank donations over lent.
Next Sunday’s Services
17th March 2019

2nd Sunday of Lent

Altar Colour – Purple

8.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am

Gen. 15: 1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Phil. 3: 17 – 4: 1
Luke 13: 31-end

Holy Communion (BCP) at Piddletrenthide
Family Eucharist *at Cheselbourne
Horsey Half Hour * at Melcombe Horsey
Parish Communion at Piddlehinton
Sung Morning Prayer (BCP) at Hilton

* refreshments and fellowship after the service
.

