
 The Benefice of the Piddle Valley,    
Hilton and Ansty,  

Cheselbourne and Melcombe Horsey  
 

Sunday 2nd December 2018  
1St Sunday of Advent  
Altar Colour – Purple 
 
 

Psalm 25: 1-9 
 

Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put 
on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again 
in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 (ESV)  
The Lord's Eternal Covenant with David 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time 
I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem 
will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’ 
 

Comment: Jeremiah lived seven centuries before Christ was born. His ministry 
spanned four decades from 627 to 586 BC. Two great crises occurred during this 
time. The break-up of the Assyrian empire and the rise of the Babylonian empire 
changed the political environment for the kingdom of Judah. The resurgence of 
religious nationalism during the reign of King Josiah created a new moral and 
spiritual environment. Jeremiah may well have been greatly involved in that 
revival as the narrative parts of the book describe. Like most pre-exilic prophets, 
Jeremiah was primarily a preacher, not an author. So the book that bears his name 
must be regarded as only partially his. The lectionary passage comes from a so-
called “book of consolation” (chapters 30, 31 and 33) into which is inserted an 
incident from Jeremiah's life illustrating this hopeful theme. (32) These oracles 
offer hope beyond national disaster. They also show the influence of the earlier 
prophet Hosea and close links with Isaiah (Isaiah 40-55) Some of the material is 
undoubtedly that of Jeremiah himself as well as from Baruch, the scribe. This 
passage speaks with intense hope of a time when an anointed king (Heb: messiah) 



of David's line would come to bring righteousness and justice to Israel and so give 
the nation the security it so desperately needed and earnestly desired. It 
emphasizes the prophetic faith that the nation's fate will not be decided by the 
Babylonians, but by the LORD. This faith in the LORD as Lord of history is found 
throughout the Old Testament, but especially in the oracles of the great prophets, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. It presents a hopeful faith for difficult times such as 
our own. 
 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (NIV) 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the 
presence of our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that 
we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. Now may our God 
and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. May 
the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone 
else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus 
comes with all his holy ones. 
 

Luke 21:25-36 (ESV) 
The Coming of the Son of Man  
“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people 
fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to 
take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.”  
The Lesson of the Fig Tree  
And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they 
come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 
So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  
Watch Yourselves  
“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a 
trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  But stay 
awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things 
that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 



Comment: The expectation of Christ’s return dominated early Christian thought. 
Bible scholars debate whether Jesus himself or the early apostolic church taught 
in such terms. Uniformly, the gospels and Acts attribute this teaching to Jesus, 
although in John’s Gospel there is some ambiguity whether certain sayings of Jesus 
referred to his resurrection rather than an eschatological Parousia at the end of 
historical time. Many of the concepts and images were drawn from standard 
Jewish apocalyptic writing found in the Hebrew scriptures and similar 
eschatological literature of the intertestamental period. The prophets much 
earlier had declared their faith in a future historical event, the Day of the Lord, 
when God’s rule of righteousness, peace, justice and prosperity would become 
permanent for Israel. The earliest gospel statement in Mark 1:15 set the ministry 
of Jesus as the dawning of this new age. Matthew and Luke shared this belief. But 
the moment had not yet come by the eighth or ninth decade of 1st Century AD 
when Luke’s Gospel was composed. Later New Testament writers, notably the 
author of the Pastoral Epistles to Timothy and Titus, dealt with the delayed 
expectation of the church. There may well be actual historical events behind this 
apocalyptic passage in all three Synoptic Gospels. As can be seen by comparing 
Mtthw 24:4-36 Luke 21:5-38 to Mk 13:5-37, Matthew and Luke were dependent 
on Mark’s original statement of the early oral tradition. The differences in the 
three accounts may have been due to an earlier Aramaic version of Mark which 
the two other authors had before them. What is clear from this passage is that we 
are to learn to live by trust in God, whatever may befall us. 
 
Short Preface: And now we give you thanks because you sent him to redeem us 
from sin and death and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may with joy 
behold his appearing, and in confidence may stand before him.  
 

Post Communion: O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we 
await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not 
find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen  
 

Blessing: Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness 
from before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen 

 
 

Rector – Rev’d Fr. Roger J. Butcher, The Vicarage, 
 Piddletrenthide. DT2 7QY Tel. 01300 348211  

 



Prayers  
Please continue to pray for: 
Colin, Ruth, Anna, & Sarah Webb, Meg & Roger Gray, Robin & 
Victoria Maslin and their two children, Ted, Michelle Simpson, Ann 
Lambert, Chrissie Combes, June Kellaway, Betty – Hillary and Jane,       
Rev’d Deb Smith, Rev’d Benny Hazlehurst, Mel and their children. 
 

Please pray for our village schools of Cheselbourne and Piddle Valley, for the 
teachers and support staff, the parents and the children. This term is always 
stressful with the lead up to Christmas; pray that they all feel the guiding spirit of 
Christ, and the support of the local community. 
 

What’s going on around the Benefice! 
 

Thursday 6th December: 9.0am Morning Prayer, Coffee 
and a Chat with the Rector @ Hilton – All Welcome 
 

Thursday 6th December: 9.30am Morning Prayer @ 
Piddlehinton with Alan Neades. This is a weekly service 
 

Friday 7th December Advent Evening Prayer: 6pm at Hilton & 6pm at Piddlehinton 
 

Stepping Stones Home Group meets twice a month on a Tuesday evening at 
7.30pm, at Orchard Cottage, Melcombe Bingham. Please telephone Richard and 
Julie Saunders on 01258 880585 for next meeting date and further information. 
All Welcome. 
 

Piddle Valley School: The School urgently require foundation governors – please 
speak to the Rector for more information about this position.  
 

Food Bank: All churches in the benefice should now have a food bank box, please 
donate a packet/tin a week to help those who need assistance over the winter 
months please. We are supporting Dorchester and Blandford Food Banks.  
 
 

Services for Next Sunday 9th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Canticle: Benedictus 
Baruch 5 or Mal 3: 1-4 

Phil. 1: 3-11 
Luke 3: 1-6 

8.30am Holy Communion at All Saints, Hilton 
9.30am Family Eucharist at St Pancras, Alton Pancras 

11.00am Parish Communion at St Andrew’s Melcombe Horsey 
6.00pm Sung Evensong at St Mary’s,Piddlehinton 


