The Benefice of the Piddle Valley,
Hilton and Ansty,
Cheselbourne and Melcombe Horsey

Pew Sheets – Please take home
Sunday 25th November
Christ the King
Altar Colour – White / Red
Psalm 93
Revelation 1: 4b-8

Collect: Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of
the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to worship
at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 (ESV)
The Ancient of Days Reigns
“As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was
fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came out
from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were
opened.
The Son of Man Is Given Dominion
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before
him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.
Comment: The scene in this vision of Daniel is the classic setting for judgment day.
The description also had great influence in the early Christian visions of divine
judgment at the end of time. “The Ancient One” (i.e. The LORD) takes the seat of
judgment in the heavenly court. The books containing the lists of deeds, good and
evil, is opened for the assessors to examine. There are several other Old Testament

and many intertestamental references to this scrutiny of human actions. (See
Psalms 56:8; Isaiah 65:6; Malachi 3:16; Jubilees 30:22; Enoch 81:4; 89:61-64; 98:78; 104:7.) Suddenly the vision of Daniel changes. A new figure appears
representing the beginning of a new era in human form. He comes from heaven,
the place of orderliness, peace and purity replacing the old order of turmoil, chaos
and evil. This new person is given divine authority, power and eternal sovereignty
which will never pass away. It is not difficult to see why Jewish and Christian
messanism and apocalypticism adopted this understanding of divine judgment
that would completely displace the evil order of human affairs as it was
experienced in actual history.
John 18:33-37 (ESV)
My Kingdom Is Not of This World
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you
the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did
others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation
and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.
But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and
for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”
Comment: This exchange between Jesus and Pilate helps us understand the true
nature of Jesus’ sovereignty. The interchange revolved around the meaning of the
word “kingdom.” (Greek = basileia). The word occurs no less than six times, twice
as many as “truth” (Greek = aletheia) on which so much expository and homiletic
attention has been focused. As John narrated it, Jesus and Pilate talked right past
each other. The meaning of the word “kingdom” was the key to what each of the
two men said. Each had a totally different interpretation of it. For Pilate,
“kingdom” had a purely political reference. As Roman governor, he recognised
Herod Antipas as one of two puppet kings, also known as tetrarchs, of the Jews.
Philip, half-brother of Antipas, was the other. Antipas had limited authority in
Galilee; Philip in Transjordan. Luke added a complication to the trial of Jesus before
Pilate passed sentence on him by having Pilate send Jesus to Herod (Luke 23:6-12).
At most, Pilate must have been curious about this Galilean usurper of Herod’s
jurisdiction, little though it was under Roman imperial sovereignty. For Jesus, the
meaning of “kingdom” was quite another matter. As Jesus exercised it, true
sovereignty was spiritual, not political. Had it been political, he told Pilate, his

followers would be fighting in the streets to keep him from being handed over to
the Jews. Jesus had been brought before Pilate on a purely political charge. Jesus
did not deny his kingship; he interpreted it on a level on which people of all nations
and races could respond to it. Pilate was as puzzled about what that meant. The
sovereignty of Jesus rests on the love of God he came to reveal. The anticipated
response to that revelation of divine sovereignty is to make love dominant in all
human relationships in obedience to the commandment to love as God loves us.
(cf. John 15:12; 1 John 4:7-12) This humble truth was as far beyond Pilate’s
understanding as it still is for a great many of the six billion and more of us
inhabiting this planet today. That may be an entirely spiritual sovereignty; but it
certainly had and still has political implications. It is our calling as believers to
implement this God’s sovereign love in the myriad affairs of personal, national and
international life.
Post Communion: Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they,
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be plenteously
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Blessing: Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, that you
may reign with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Prayers
Please continue to pray: For the sick, for those suffering
from long term illness, for those continuing to receive or
recover from hospital treatment including:
Colin, Ruth, Anna, & Sarah Webb, Meg & Roger Gray,
Robin & Victoria Maslin and their two children, Ted,
Michelle Simpson, Ann Lambert, Chrissie Combes, June
Kellaway, Betty – Hillary and Jane, Rev’d Deb Smith, Rev’d
Benny Hazlehurst, Mel and their children.
For your Rector Fr. Roger, For Rev’d Helier, and our laity;
For those who are suffering, and those who are lonely,
For the many carers in our community,
For all those who have depart this earthly life and those that miss them.

What’s going on around the Benefice!
Thursday 29th November: 9.30am Morning Prayer @
Piddlehinton with Alan Neades. This is a weekly service.
Stepping Stones Home Group meets twice a month on a Tuesday evening at
7.30pm, at Orchard Cottage, Melcombe Bingham. Please telephone Richard and
Julie Saunders on 01258 880585 for next meeting date and further information.
All Welcome.
Services for Next Sunday
2nd December 2018
1st Sunday of Advent
Altar Colour – Purple
Psalm 25: 1-9
Jer. 33: 14-16
1 Thess. 3: 9-end
Luke 21: 25-36

8.30am Holy Communion
At Alton Pancras (BCP)

10.30am Advent Songs of Praise *
At Hilton (CW)

9.30am Family Toy Service
At Piddlehinton (CW)

11.00am Morning Prayer
At Melcombe Horsey (BCP)

11.00am Morning Prayer
At Piddletrenthide (BCP)

6.00pm Advent Evening Prayer
At Cheselbourne (BCP)

Family Toy Service: The toy service is held annually at St Mary’s Piddlehinton, and
encourages the congregation to bring a donation of a new toy (with it’s
box/packaging and tags) that are then give to the Dorchester Women’s Refuge.
These toys are then passed on those children who find themselves at the refuge
over Christmas
Food Bank: All churches in the benefice should now have a food bank box, please
donate a packet/tin a week to help those who need assistance over the winter
months please. We are supporting Dorchester and Blandford Food Banks. Alton
Pancras has already donated three carrier bags of food this month, thank you.
Melcombe Horsey are looking to have the food bank box at Ansty Shop re-instated;
please speak to Nettie for further details.

Rector – Rev’d Fr. Roger J. Butcher, The Vicarage,
Piddletrenthide. DT2 7QY Tel. 01300 348211
Email: rector.piddlevalleybenefice@gmail.com.
Find us on Facebook and www.piddlevalleybenefice.com

